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Springboard Mentorship Grant
Open Call


Overview of Springboard Mentorship Grant 
Cambodian Living Arts is pleased to announce the 2025 Springboard Mentorship Grant. This 1.5-year commitment program is designed to support mid-career artists and creative practitioners through valuable mentorship experiences. The grant aims to enhance artistic practice (e.g., by taking creative risks, experimenting with new materials) and professional development (e.g., self-reflection on one's artistic practice and decision-making) which ultimately contribute to the advancement of their careers. We strongly encourage applicants to consider this grant as an opportunity to innovate, take creative risks, and work in new ways to reach new audiences.
Created in 2022 and now in its third cohort, the program has undergone restructuring from a project-centric approach to a mentorship-focused model, using projects as instruments for creative development. In your application, we seek an explanation of how mentorship will facilitate your creative advancement and career development through project execution. Applicants will have the opportunity to refine their artistic skills, receive constructive criticism, and explore new techniques under the mentor's guidance.

If you are looking to advance your artistic practice and professional growth through mentorship, this grant is designed specifically for you. In the 2025 open call, we will award ONE PLACE in this program, with a grant $6,500 available for each of the following areas within the Springboard Mentorship Grant, which consists of three components.

Component I: Mentorship (up to 2000 usd):
The goal of the mentorship is to empower a grantee to reach their full artistic potential and professionalism in their artistic careers, including various aspects of their artistic practice, technique, concept development, artistic vision, and creative problem-solving with the guidance of a mentor. This can also include participation in relevant training or workshops recommended by the mentor. The mentor, either local or regional,  who possesses substantial experience and expertise in their chosen artistic field and within the scope of budget offered, can be suggested by CLA within their network or can be proposed by the applicant. CLA can redirect to another mentor if they think there should be a more suitable profile for the grantee. The mentor should be able to join (1) final sharing either physical or virtually and (2) program evaluations to provide feedback on the mentorship program's effectiveness with the CLA team at the end of the program. 

Component II: Project Funding (up to 3000 usd): 
The grantee receives financial support to subsidize project-related expenses, or other resources essential for their artistic development. This funding also facilitates the project development process, which includes conducting in-depth research and exploring creative risks or approaches established with input from the mentor. The grantee has the option to either bring an existing project into the program or develop a new one in collaboration with their mentor during the grant period, provided they have a clear concept of their intended direction.



Component III: Rehearsal Space/Studio Fund (up to 1500 usd)
This component provides funds to ensure access to experimental spaces. The grantee can use these funds to secure rehearsal spaces or studios where they can work on their project, allowing them to experiment freely, practice their craft, and refine their work in a conducive environment. This also includes purchasing or renting essential equipment such as lighting, sound systems, and recording devices, as well as hiring technical support personnel like sound engineers, lighting technicians, and stage managers.
For those who already own a rehearsal space or studio, the fund can cover costs for enhancing and optimizing their existing setup that respond to the project needs. 
Final Sharing

This will take the form of a Critique Session, where the grantee will present their project results, such as exhibitions, performances, or other creative works-in-progress, demonstrating their growth and development throughout the mentorship program. The sharing session will involve a small group of local and regional experts to facilitate meaningful reflections on the grantee's learning journey. Expenses related to this will be covered separately by CLA. 

Eligibility Criteria

You can only apply as an individual.  Registered organizations cannot apply and individuals cannot apply on behalf of an organization.

The applications are now open, with priority given to projects centered around performing arts (including dance, music, and theater) and visual arts (such as painting, photography, sculpture, installation, digital and video art[footnoteRef:0], performance art[footnoteRef:1], printmaking, and mixed media). Multi-disciplinary projects that integrate these forms as their foundational elements are also welcomed. [0:  Video art is a form of art that uses video technology as its primary medium. It involves the creation and manipulation of video footage to convey artistic expression, ideas, and concepts. Unlike traditional narrative cinema or television, video art often explores experimental and non-narrative approaches, focusing on visual and auditory experiences. ]  [1:  Performance art is a live art form in which the artist's actions, movements, and presence are the primary medium. It involves the artist performing an act or series of acts, often in real-time, in front of an audience. Performance art can incorporate various elements, including theater, dance, music, spoken word, and visual art.] 

You must also; 
· Be mid-career artists having at least 3 years professional experiences in creating works either as a group or solo. This experience doesn’t include those during the formal education
· Send 3 examples of works either as group or solo. It can be as a video, photo, website catalog…etc. 
· Cambodian or have K-Visa
· Residing in Cambodia during the application and project implementation
· Committed to the grant program and available for the implementation between September 2024- February 2026.



How to Apply

The application deadline is August 31th 2024.

You may submit your application materials by delivery to the CLA Office​ (No.13E, Street 830, Tonle Bassac quarter, Chamkar Mon district, Phnom Penh, Cambodia) by email to tola@cambodianlivingarts.org
Your application must include:
· Completed application form
· Resume / CV which summaries you’re training and work history relevant to this project
· 3 examples of previous work
The application can be completed in Khmer or English, whichever you feel most comfortable to express yourself in.
As an alternative to completing the application form in writing, you may submit a video or audio recording for some or all of the questions.  Your video submission should not exceed 10 minutes and you must make sure that all points are addressed.  
Application Process
CLA will host a Q&A session that allows the participants to be able to join both virtually on Zoom and physically at CLA’s Office about the grant and the application procedure on August 16th, 2024 from 5.30 to 7:00 pm. The Q&A session will be in Khmer language only. Please register to join the Q&A Session via this LINK. 
Applications will be reviewed by independent committees who will recommend the selection.
For 2025, we expect to award ONE awardee.
Accepted applicants will be notified by September 06th, 2024. 
Applicants whose projects are not selected this time will be notified by September 25th, 2024.  Feedback will be provided. For any questions, please contact: tola@cambodianlivingarts.org. 
This grant is possible thanks to generous support from the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA). 
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